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2004 Sebring 2-Door 


1. The Sebring 2 Door Hardtop is basically a Mitsubishi Eclipse in disguise. It 
is a sporty and popular car. The Sebring does have a transponder system and 
is programmable with a T-Code device from ASP or other similar transponder 
programmer. It is not a difficult car to service except for a couple tricks. This 
car uses the standard Eclipse/Galant keyway. The code series is F001 1571. 
The key is double sided, has 8-cuts on each side and four depth possibilities. 
The car has dual front Airbags. The door lock linkage uses horizontal cables. 
The locks and keys are made by the Strattec Security Corporation. 


Door Lock Service: 


2. The door lock is part of the outside door handle. The door handle is 
made of plastic. It probably wouldn’t take much to break out the lock 
cylinder with a large screwdriver. 
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Manufacturers: Interested in 
offering rebates or discounts to 
NLAA members? Contact Marc 
Goldberg at the Home Office 


3. To service the door 
lock cylinder, you 
need to remove the 
inside door panel. 


4. Remove the screw located in the trim cover for the inside door release lever. 
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5. Remove the trim 
screw on the 
forward upper 
section of the panel. 


6. Remove the trim 
screw on the rear 
upper section of 
the panel. 
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7. Use a tool to 
unsnap the rear 
section of the door 
control module trim. 


8. Pull out the door 
control module unit 
and disconnect the 
wire connectors. 
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9. You can now 
unsnap the whole 
door trim panel and 
remove. Once the 
panel has been 
removed you can 
gently pull back the 
weather barrier. 
Avoid tearing it. 


10. There is a large 
opening to access the 
door components. 
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11. A side angle 
look at the door lock 
cylinder in the 
handle assembly. A 
metal wire clip 
holds the lock 
cylinder in place. 
Use a 90-degree 
angle pick probe to 
unseat the wire ring 
and then angle out 
the lock cylinder. 


12. Once you have 
the lock cylinder out 
you can mark the 
lock cylinder and the 
electrical connector 
so you remember 
which way it goes 
back on. 
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13. Once the lock cylinder has been removed 
from the car it looks similar to other late model 
Strattec locks. The face-cap is reusable and 
slides off pretty easy. 


14. The door lock 
cylinder assembly. 
The lock includes 
eight tumblers using 
four depths. 
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Ignition Lock Service: 


15. The ignition lock on this car is mounted on 
the column. 


16. As you move closer to the ignition lock 
cylinder you can see the clear plastic transponder/ 
immobilizer induction coil ring. 


17. To service the lock you will need to remove 
the plastic two-piece shroud. Remove the 2 
screws directly under the column nearest the 
steering wheel as pictured. 
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18. There are two more screws that must be 
removed further back on the column shroud. 


19. The one last remaining column shroud screw 
is located right above the ignition cylinder face. 


20. Once the screws are removed you will need 
to unsnap the top portion to the shroud. 
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21. The lower shroud 
can now be lowered 
out of the way. 


22. This model uses an active retainer. The 
retainer is located on the rear side of the lock at 
the 9 o’clock position. 
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23. Insert a working 
key and turn it to the 
“ACC” position. 
Press down on the 
active retainer to 
remove the ignition 
lock cylinder. 


24. The lock cylinder removed 
from the car. There is no way you 
could ever tell this lock was made 
by Strattec since it looks different 
than other Strattec locks and is 
not marked with the Strattec logo 
or name. If the lock needed to be 
removed and no key would work 
or could be fitted to the lock, the 
lock could be drilled. Drill through 
the face of the lock in between 
the “O” and the “C” on the word 
“LOCK”. Keep your drill straight 
and remember you are drilling 
into the retainer cavity. The 
retainer pin is not hardened. Once 
you have drilled out enough of the 
lower portion of the retainer 
material you can press down on 
the top portion of the retainer and 
remove it. The lock would have to 
be replaced and drilling the lock 
is at your own risk. 
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25. Disassembly of 
the lock to re-code it 
is easy. Remove the 
Tru-arc retainer on 
the rear of the lock 
and slide out the 
cylinder plug. 


26. When working with the cylinder plug, be 
careful of the buzzer actuator falling out. There are 
eight tumblers in the lock, four from each side. 
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Trunk Lock Service: 


Glove Box Lock Service: 


27. There is no 
trunk lock cylinder 
on this vehicle. 


28. There is no glove 
box lock cylinder on 
this vehicle. 
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30. There is a green immobilizer icon in the 
instrument cluster. 


Transponder Key Programming: 


29. The connection to the OBD2 port is located 
near the center console, which is to the right of 
the steering column. 


31. Plug in your transponder programmer and 
follow the instructions. 
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